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! We are some 700 tribes of indigenous nomadic pastoralists 
covering most of the national territory; 

! Up to 2 million people (just over 2% of the population) 
producing about 25% of animal products of the country; 

! Great ethnic & linguistic diversity; 

! Some 12,000 years of history; 
! We practice seasonal migration to protect nature; 
! Concept of territory as nature, livelihood, identity & survival; 

! Customary institutions and tribal structures for management of 
natural resources and sustainable living; 

! Great indigenous knowledge of environment including climate. 
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Inventive learning 
and use of crops 
to reduce the 
pressure of 
livestock on 
diminishing 
grazing 
resources 

Abolhassani Tribe in Touran Biosphere Reserve region: 
pistachio, cotton, fodder barley, etc. 



Using indigenous knowledge for monitoring and assessing the 
carrying capacity of destination rangelands before the 
season of migration (e.g., Bahmaie tribe) 



Taking marketing decisions such as selling off 
animals before the season of migration based on 
community-based early warning systems 



Changing livestock breeds to more drought resistant 
ones, and bringing back the indigenous breeds 
when conditions improve (Sangsari, Fars) 







Geographic 
location of the 
Shahsevan 
territories: 
including 
migration paths 

And  

Schematic 
representation of 
invasion of 
community rights 
over natural 
resources in 
indigenous 
nomadic 
customary 
territories 



²  Participatory 
hand-drawn 
map of 
Shahsevan 
rangeland by 
local 
community 
members 
 

²  Despite much destruction of 
the migratory routes, 
traditional forms of migration 
are still practiced, albeit with 
difficulties 
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Traditional seasonal migration with lambs and ewes  
(Courtesy Jalal Sepehri) 

 



Traditional migration and loading of camels 
(Courtesy Jalal Sepehri) 

 



Loading of livestock and carrying them by means of motorized 
vehicles 
(Courtesy Abbas Didari) 



Destruction of migratory routes forces pastoralists to use motor vehicles for 
transporting their cattle 
(Courtesy Abbas Didari) 

 





Construction of factories in Nomadic wintering ground 
(Courtesy Jalal Sepehri) 

 



shorn wool in the middle men’s market 
(Courtesy Abbas Didari) 

 



Livestock market during the autumn migration 
(Courtesy Jalal Sepehri) 
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Participatory Sketch Map of Kushk-e-Zar Wetland  
(Territory of Kuhi Sub-tribe)  
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Legend: 

Summering Middle grounds Wintering 
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Mapping customary boundaries with participation of the wetland committee 
(with help of a GIS expert from Natural Resource Bureau of Eqlid using a GPS device) 



37 Kuhi elders examining the maps obtained from Natural Resource Bureau   



38 Urbanization encroaching on rangelands in migratory routes 
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Presentation and discussion with a board of experts at DoE Fars for 
recognistion of the Kusheh- Zar wetland as an ICCA  







Historic events in Iran affecting nomadic indigenous territories 



D
iagram

 classifying different range utilization m
odes currently existing in the 

form
er tribal custom

ary territories (pre-agrarian reform
s).  
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www.ICCAconsortium.org 
	
  ...and	
  please	
  
contact	
  us:	
  

ICCA	
  
Network	
  
Nepal 

UNINOMAD UNICAMEL	
   

	
  Many	
  thanks	
  for	
  your	
  patience	
  and	
  
sustained	
  attention	
  !	
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